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national law was completely disregarded. Proclama-
tions warning and threatening the population had no
effect, so that a severe and inexorable system of reprisals
had to be applied by the commanders on the spot,
to put an end to this state of things. Punishments
under martial law, the shooting of individuals, and
the burning of houses, became numerous along and
behind the front, but were slow in remedying the evil.
It was advisable, whether in or out of quarters, to have
a rifle handy, even for the divisional and other staffs
some way behind the front. Each quarter occupied by
the Army Commander had to be guarded by a battalion
of infantry, with machine guns and single field guns,
ready for action. These evil practices on the part of
the population ate into the very vitals of the Army
until the southern frontier of Belgium was reached.
The communications and country in rear of the Army
and its reserves had to be protected against these base,
sometimes bestial, attacks in a most thorough manner,"
so as to prevent their repetition against troops following
later.
Meanwhile the Lines of Communication Headquarters
were moved forward to Aix-la-Chapelle, and on the 19th
that area was extended up to the Meuse. They ren-
dered the most valuable services to the First Army
during the advance to the Seine and during the battle
on the Ourcq, as well as in the trench warfare that
followed. On the 19th, a new bridge for heavy traffic
was completed at "Vise, and preparations were made to
move the Lines of Communication Headquarters to
Tongres and then to St. Trond. After making bridge-
heads, the 10th Landwehr Brigade occupied all the
river-crossings between Vise and Herstal, thereby re-
lieving the detachments of the first line troops who had

